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The inspection was carried out because concerns had been raised with Ofsted about the
safeguarding culture of the school. This meant that pupils may have been at risk of harm.
The inspection sought to examine how leaders and those responsible for governance
ensure that the culture and practices of the school keep pupils safe.

Inspectors found no evidence to substantiate the concerns about pupil safety or wellbeing.

During the focused monitoring inspection, inspectors considered the following evaluation
areas:

B Safeguarding
B Leadership and governance

Safeguarding standards met

The safeguarding standards are met. This means that leaders and/or those responsible for
governance and oversight fulfil their responsibilities and have established an open culture
in which safeguarding is everyone's responsibility and concerns are actively identified,
acted upon and managed. As a result, children are made safer and feel safe.

Leadership and governance

The school’s governing body commissioned an independent review of safeguarding in 2025.
This supported the interim headteacher and the designated safeguarding lead when taking
up their posts. Leaders acted swiftly to address the areas that needed further
strengthening. For example, they enhanced training for staff leading school trips to support
them in carrying out appropriate risk assessments before visits take place.
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Leaders have ensured that all staff have undertaken additional safeguarding training that is
relevant to their roles. Staff recognise that safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. They
regularly review safeguarding cases and scenarios to develop their understanding. Leaders

are reflective about the decisions that they make. They keep the safety and wellbeing of
pupils at the heart of their improvement plans.

Pupils are proud of their school and have trusted adults to talk to if they have any
concerns. Leaders increasingly involve pupils in making decisions about the school. For
example, discussing potential changes with the student council and student leaders.
However, more pupils would like to share their views and make suggestions. Leaders have
ensured that students joining the sixth form are well supported to become members of the
school community. This means that pupils across year groups feel safe and are confident to
raise any worries that they might have.

Leaders have reviewed and updated policies such as those for staff conduct and
safeguarding. While some policies need further minor refinement, this has provided clarity
to staff about expectations. Staff have confidence to report any safeguarding concerns
about pupils or other adults to senior leaders and governors. Leaders and governors are
clear about their statutory responsibilities to investigate concerns raised, including working
with other agencies when required.

About this inspection

This inspection was conducted under section 8(2) of the Education Act 2005 and in
accordance with Ofsted's published procedures for focused monitoring inspections. The
inspection was carried out because concerns had been raised with Ofsted.

The inspection team spoke to a selection of pupils from each year group. They also spoke
with teachers and support staff, middle and senior leaders and those responsible for
governance. Inspectors reviewed the schools’ published policies relating to safeguarding,
educational visits, recruitment and staff conduct. They scrutinised records of safeguarding
related incidents. This included reviewing the actions that leaders and those responsible for
governance took in response.

Lead inspector
Sara Berry His Majesty's Inspector

Team inspector

Rachel Hesketh His Majesty's Inspector

About this school

School capacity 1200

Number of pupils on roll 1189
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates

and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in

education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and

children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family Court Advisory and Support

Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education and skills,

adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure

establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked-
after-children, safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or
Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or
medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information
Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
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